
YEAR 1 
TERM 

PREDICTABLE 
INTERESTS 

KEY CONCEPTS FROM 
MEDIUM TERM PLANNING 

 

EXPERIENCES FOREST SCHOOL 
3 / 4 year olds 

COMMUNITY LINKS/ 
CULTURAL CAPITAL 

SAFEGUARDING 
MYSELF/ PSED 

EXPLORATION – 
SCIENCE/UW 

CREATIVE – 
ART/MUSIC 

Maths HOME / SCHOOL  
LINKS 
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• Getting to know 
you / me and 
my new 
environment. 
(PSED) 

 

• Harvest (UW) 
 

• Autumn (UW) 
 

• Halloween 
(EAD) 

 

• Bonfire Night 
(EAD) 

 

• People Who 
Help Us (UW) 

 

• Christmas (UW) 
 
 

2 year olds 2 year olds • Introduction to 
forest school. 
The stick rule. 

 

•  Exploring seeds 
and collecting. 

 

• Autumn leaves 
 

• The Gruffalo and 
animal homes. 

 

• Exploring clay 
and making 
Hedgehogs. 

 

• Stickman and 
making 
Christmas 
decorations. 

 

• Rhymes 
 

• Picking up the 
leaves. 

 

• I’m a little 
hedgehog. 

 

• Quiet mouse 
 

• Oh Christmas 
tree 

 

• Maths 
 

• Stick Shapes, 
counting found 
objects, 
counting seeds, 
leaf colour 
matching. 

 

• Rules of the 
classroom and 
nursery 
environment.  

 

• Religious 
celebration - 
Diwali. 

 

• Respect for 
animals - 
Nocturnal 
animals. 

 

• Helping others - 
Children in 
Need. 

 

• Staying safe / 
fire safety - 
Bonfire Night 

 

• Religious 
celebrations - 
Christmas. 

 

• Being safe in the 
nursery 
environment. 

 

• Introduction/ 
understanding the 
nursery 
boundaries. 

 

• Visual timetable. 
 

• Learning to      co-
operate with 
others. 

 

• Show an 
awareness of 
sharing. 

 

• Keeping safe 
around fire. 

 

• Keeping safe in the 
dark/road safety. 

 

• Stranger danger 
 

• Healthy eating. 
 

• Fruit sharing. 
 

• Preparing food. 
 

• Liquidising. 
 

• Exploring 
light/dark, 
night/day. 

 

• Hibernation. 
 

• Circuits. 
 

 

• Home based 
role play 

 

• Using cameras  
 

• Handel’s 
Firework Music 

 

• Katy Perry – 
Firework 

 
 

2 year olds • Home visits 
 

• Nursery Visits 
 

• All about Me 
 

• Tapestry 
 

• 2year checks 
 

• Fruit sharing 
 

• Walk and Talk 
at Autumn 

 

• Provide a 
decoration 
for the 
Christmas 
Tree – make a 
decoration 
using recycled 
materials 

 

• Who lives in my house? 

• My friends. 

• Awareness of how things 
change around us. – 
indoors, outdoors. 

• Red Rose 
Communication, 
language and Literacy 
Phonological Awareness 
– Phase 1 

• Settle in to nursery 

• Explore basic continuous provision.  

• Coming together in small groups for up 
to 3 minutes a day. 

• Become familiar with routines. 

• Build relationships with key person, 
other staff and peers. 

• Participate in whole class snack.  

• Explore Autumn leaves – colour, big, 
small.  

• Santa visits. 

• Celebrate Christmas. 

• Basic colour recognition. 

• Understand the concept of shape. 

• Explore shapes and special 
awareness through simple inset 
jigsaws. 

• Number rhymes counting forwards 
up to 3. 

• Count objects up to 3. Begin to 
understand the value of numbers up 
to 3.  

• Big, little. 

3 / 4 year olds 3 / 4 year olds 3 / 4 year olds 

Reinforce 2’s and extend :- 

• Who is special to me? 
(wider family) 

• People in the wider 
community. 

• Learning about seasonal 
changes – getting colder, 
clothing change, heating 
on. 

• Phonics – listen 
attentively, build 
vocabulary through Red 
Rose Communication, 
Language and Literacy 
Phonological Awareness 
– Phase 1 

• Celebrate Christmas. 

Reinforce 2’s and extend :- 

• Coming together as a large group for up 
to 5 minutes a day. 

• Visits from people who help us.  

• Learn about seasonal changes – autumn 
leaves – compare colours, sizes, shapes. 

• WellComm 6 and 7. 

• Rockwood Yoga. 

Reinforce 2’s, extend:- 

• Quantity numbers to 5 

• Recognising numbers to 5 

• Opposites 

• Big / Bigger / small/ smaller. 
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Key Vocabulary  

• Mummy, Daddy, brother, sister 

• Happy, sad 

• Listening ears, good sitting 

• Up, down, behind, in front (through core 
rhymes) 

• 1, 2, 3, count, colour, shape, on, in, big, little. 

• Halloween, bones, witch, cat, broomstick, bat, 
spider. 

• Christmas, reindeer, Santa / Father Christmas, 
sleigh, elf.  

Language Development 

• Key concepts and vocabulary from 
sections 1-4 of the Wellcomm 
Programme (see overview ‘Language 
Development Supported by Wellcomm) 

• Red Rose Communication, Language and 
Literacy Phonological Awareness Phase 1 
– Environmental Sounds (Section 1) 
Indoor and outdoor sounds; animal 
sounds.  Instrumental sounds (Section 1) 
Explore making sounds. 

 

Core books 

• Colour monster  

• Teddy Goes to 
Playgroup 

• That’s Not My 
Hedgehog 

 
 

Key Rhymes  

• Twinkle, Twinkle. 

• Baa, Baa Black Sheep. 

• Incey Wincey 

• Miss Polly 

• Tommy Thumb 

 

• Wheels on the Bus 

• Hickory Dickory Dock 

• Three little Ducks 

• Seasonal rhymes 
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Key Vocabulary  As for hedgehogs plus:- 

• Grandparents, cousin, friend, pets. 

• Upset, scared. 

• 4,5, on, under, in, behind, 

• Nocturnal. 

• Opposite - light/dark, day/night, down/up 

• Skeleton, skull. 

• Solid, liquid, hot, cold cooked, raw. 

Language Development As for Hedgehogs 
plus: 

• Key concepts and vocabulary from 
Wellcomm sections 5,6,7 and 8 and 
below if required. 

• Small group work to close the gaps in 
children’s receptive and expressive 
language development. 

• Red Rose Communication, Language 
and Literacy Phonological Awareness – 
Explore Environmental and 
Instrumental Sounds strands 1,2 and 3. 

Core books -  
 

• Colour Monster 

• Owl Babies (Owls) 

• Squirrel room book. 

• Seasonal Books – Autumn, 
Halloween and Christmas 

• Red Rose – books for Aspect 
1 and 2 

 
 

 Core rhymes - As for hedgehogs plus:- 

• Number rhymes up to 5  - Forwards then backwards 

• Seasonal Rhymes 

• Forest school is lots of fun! 
 

 


